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Objectives for today’s session

1. Discuss the BUI Primary 2017- 2018 Parent survey results and 

understand how the BUI strategic plan, vision and goals are 

responding to parent hopes

2. Introduce exciting initiatives in student learning taking place in 

the BUI classroom 

3. Share new resources available to support parents in 

understanding and bringing Ta’lim concepts at home while also 

creating a community for BUI parents





BUI Goal 2: 

Every Primary Ismaili 

child attending BUI 

will be provided with 

excellent teaching 

and happy,  

enriched learning 

experiences.

Objective 2.1:
All Primary teachers will receive 
development and support to 
create happy, engaging lessons 
for students.

Objective 2.2:
All Primary students will 
participate actively and happily 
in BUI educational activities 
and represent learnings 
through speaking, writing, art 
and other expressions.

Objective 2.3:
All Primary parents will be 
active learners and support 
their children’s religious 
formation and BUI experience

2.1 Strategies:

• High Quality Curriculum 

& Lesson Plans

• Teacher Development

• Teacher Assessment

• Mentor & PEL 

Development & 

Assessment 

2.2 Strategies:

• Experiential Learning for 

all students

2.3 Strategies:

• Parental communication

• Parental Education on 

student learning and 

home support

2.1 Measures:

• Teacher retention 

and performance

• Mentor & BM 

retention and 

performance

2.2 Measures:

• Student Attendance

• Student Satisfaction

2.3 Measures:

• Parent Satisfaction 

with Student 

Experience and 

parental 

communication/

education



SURVEY RESULTS: STUDENT 
LEARNING 



ACCESS: I like the 
atmosphere/environment of BUI.

2.88% 3.60%

65.47%

28.06%

Strongly Disagree Disagree Agree Strongly Agree



TEACHER QUALITY: I learn about myself
as a Shia Ismaili Muslim

3.10% 3.88%

47.29%

45.74%

Strongly Disagree Disagree Agree Strongly Agree



TEACHER QUALITY:I learn about the 
values of Islam like kindness, generosity, 
caring for those in need, honesty, etc

3.05% 3.82%

48.09%

45.04%

Strongly Disagree Disagree Agree Strongly Agree



“My most memorable BUI class….”



Relationship with teachers

“Our teacher 

is the best”  
“When 

teacher 

made us 

laugh a lot”

“My Teacher 

is really nice”

“I  love my 

teachers.”



Classroom activities are engaging 
and exciting (pedagogy) 

“We were 

studying People 

Helping People. 

We had to build 

a miniature city. I 

had a lot of fun 

building it.”

“The class 

we did oil 

pastels with 

pictures of 

older 

trading ships 

used in 

middle east 

in trade 

routes”

“About the Fatimid 

empire ,the AKDN 

making a book it was 

because we could 

do it in creative 

ways”



Sense of belonging

“Making new 

friends and 

having good 

time”

I loved the 

first 

reflection 

class after 

mulaqat.  

We talked 

about our 

experiences

“The class right 

after Mowla

Bapa’s visit. I 

was excited 

and wanted to 

share my 

experience. “



Learning about my history/faith 

“The things I 

learned was very 

useful I really 

enjoyed learning 

about my religion 

things that I didn’t 

know”

“The last class 

before 

mulaqat.  I 

learned about 

the Imam 

wrote certain 

words and 

talked about 

Allah it was fun 

to know about 

the Imam”

“The class before the 

deedar was my 

favourite because 

we did a lot if talking 

and getting 

prepared for this 

deedar.”



SURVEY RESULTS: RESPONDING 
TO PARENT NEEDS



My most memorable BUI 

moment as a parent



What I would like to see in future Parent 
Workshops and communication…



1.Theme 1: Become more 
knowledgeable and informed about 
my faith and identity as a Shia Ismaili 
Muslim



Theme 1 Response: Ongoing sessions and insight into 
what my child is learning 

Parent workshop 
(Term 1): 

Discussion on BUI 
Survey results: 

Responding to the 
Needs of Families

Parent workshop 
Term 2: 

Dini Education: 
Lessons from the DJ 
Year and Beyond

Parent workshop 
Term 3: 

Bringing the Ta’lim
curriculum alive at 

home,

Summer learning 



Theme 2: Hear more about what my 
child is learning in BUI



THEMATIC ASSEMBLIES CELEBRATION OF LEARNING 



Theme 3: Resources & Strategies to 
continue my child’s BUI learning outside 

the classroom 



Walkthrough of online portal



Why is BUI an important part 

of your child’s education? 



Ta’lim Goals
◦ To advance the children’s knowledge and understanding of the fundamental principles of Islam

◦ 2. To help them acquire a historical and cultural perspective of Islam and the Ismaili Tariqah

◦ 3. To inspire in them loyalty and devotion to the Imam of the time

◦ 4. To develop their understanding of themselves as Ismaili Muslims within the unity of Islam

◦ 5. To encourage them to practice the faith as a necessary and integral part of their lives

◦ 6. To guide them in the formation of attitudes and conduct in keeping with Islamic ethics

◦ 7. To foster in them the spirit of voluntary service to community, society & humanity.

◦ Extracted from the Teacher’s and Parent’s Guide, General introduction of the Ta’lim curricula



Example: the story 
of Ant and the Pen 
in Manavi (Talim 4, 
book 2, p.29

“Is there something else, even higher than the mind, which enable the mind to work?”



Dr. Arzina Zaver: arzina.zaver@iicanada.net

Mumtaz Dawood: mumtaz.dawood@iicanada.net



Thank you! 


